December 5th, 2021 - Second Sunday of Advent
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace
Wandering from the fold of God
Streams of mercy, never ceasing
He, to rescue me from danger
Call for songs of loudest praise
Interposed His precious blood
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Sung by flaming tongues above
Daily I'm constrained to be
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it
Let that goodness like a fetter
Mount of Thy redeeming love
Bind my wandering heart to Thee
Here I raise my Ebenezer
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it
Here there by Thy great help I've come
Prone to leave the God I love
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it
Safely to arrive at home
Seal it for Thy courts above
Welcome
Opening Acclamation
Leader: Surely the Lord is coming soon. People: Amen. Come Lord Jesus!
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Summary of the Law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law
and the Prophets.
The Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
Lighting of the Advent Candle - The Townsends
The Collect of the Day
Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
Rejoice! Rejoice!
That mourns in lonely exile here
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
Until the Son of God appear.

O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight

O come Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace

Psalm 126:1-6
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations, "The LORD has done great things for them."
The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negeb!
Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!
He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.
Please be seated for a reading from the Book of Malachi [3:1-5; 4:5-6]
"Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming,
says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For
he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify
the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the
LORD. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years. "Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says
the LORD of hosts.…. "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the
LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers,
lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction."

Leader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.
Please stand for The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke [3:1-6]
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son
of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The
voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the
rough places shall become level ways, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ!
The Sermon: John the Baptist: the Wrap-Around Prophet
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our prayer” after each request
For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people of God.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For Foley, our Archbishop, and Martyn, our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people of our Diocese
and Congregation. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach and disciple
others. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public service,
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity,
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We give thanks to you for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have
made. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and
Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Join me in praying this prayer for our pastor search:
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those
who shall choose a Rector for this congregation that we may receive a faithful pastor who will preach the
Gospel, care for your people, equip us for ministry, and lead us forth in fulfillment of the Great
Commission, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Confession and Absolution
Most merciful God we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways to the glory of
your name; through Christ our Lord.
(Standing) Passing of the Peace
(Seated) Announcements
(Standing) The Doxology
(Standing) THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader: It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself. When we
turned away, you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son.
People: You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.
Leader: In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.

People: He opened his arms of love upon the cross and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.
Leader: On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends, he took bread, and gave you thanks; he
broke it and gave it to them, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of me.
People: Father, we do this in remembrance of him; his body is the bread of life.
Leader: At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of
me.
People: Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is shed for all.
Leader: As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit that this bread and
this wine may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
People: As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.
Leader: With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to
join the eternal song of heaven: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy holy holy, Lord God Almighty
Only Thou art holy, there is none beside Thee
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee
Perfect in power, In love and purity
Holy holy holy, merciful and mighty
Holy holy holy, Lord God Almighty
God in three persons, Blessed Trinity
All Thy works shall praise Thy name
Holy holy holy, though the darkness hide Thee
in earth and sky and sea
Though the eye of sinful man
Holy holy holy, merciful and mighty
Thy glory may not see
God in three persons, blessed Trinity
Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Let earth receive her King;
Nor thorns infest the ground;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
He comes to make His blessings flow
And heav’n and nature sing (repeat line)
Far as the curse is found (repeat line)
And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.
Far as, far as, the curse is found.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy (repeat line)
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love (repeat line)
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

The Blessing
All of our problems: We send to the cross of Christ All of our difficulties: We send to the cross of Christ
All of the devil’s works: We send to the cross of Christ And all of our hopes: We set on the risen Lord!
Leader: The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face to shine upon us. The Lord lift up his
countenance upon us and give us peace. And the blessing of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit be with us all evermore.
Leader: Let us bless the Lord. People: Thanks be to God!
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